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Sports News April - July

Swinton Academy Physical 
Education and Sport.

The Spring Term has proven to be a 
very successful time for our extra-
curricular clubs.  In particular, we 
have had great individual and team 
achievements.  We are very proud of 
all our students who represent the 
academy with great determination, 
resilience and sporting ability.  It has 
been wonderful to welcome so many 
students to our daily extra-curricular 
clubs each week.  We would like to 
extend a welcome to any student who 
has not yet joined one of our clubs.  The 
details of all our clubs can be found 
on our website or by speaking to a 
member of the PE faculty.  Everyone is 
welcome.  A great chance to make new 
friends, stay healthy and achieve.

Swinton Academy sport making its 
mark in Rotherham and beyond.

Athletics

Swinton Academy’s Y7 and Y8 
students competed in the Rotherham 
Schools Athletics League, attending 
all Athletics meetings at Rotherham 
schools as well as Herringthorpe 
Valley Stadium. We were delighted 
that the academy had students selected 
to represent Rotherham at the South 
Yorkshire School Championships. Luke 
Stables (Y7) finished fourth in the Boys 
800m while Billy Pickering (Y7) won 
his heat and then claimed the runners 
up place in the Y7 boys 100m final. We 
are extremely 
proud of both 
students. Y8 
Student Olivia 
Bell continued 
her excellent 
year in 
Athletics and 
Cross Country 
by finishing 
second in the 
Girls 1500m 
race.  Olivia 
has enjoyed an 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
summer of 
sport.  She was 

selected for the 2019 Virgin Money 
Giving Mini London Marathon.   There 
were plenty of young athletes on the 
start line at Old Billingsgate who 
were aiming to follow in the footsteps 
of previous Mini London Marathon 
winners like Sir Mo Farah and David 
Weir and Olivia did extremely well 
coming in 14th with a time of 18:13 
minutes.

Girls Football

Swinton’s Girls Football team have 
recently competed in 
the Rotherham World 
Cup. This has been an 
unbelievable year for 
girls’ football at Swinton.  
They have represented 
the academy in a host of 
fixtures and tournaments 
across Rotherham, South 
Yorkshire and beyond.   
Their most recent 
tournament has seen them 
make it to the quarter final 
stages of the Rotherham 
World Cup. Player of the 
tournament, nominated 
by all students, was Grace 

Newsam (Y8), who struggled with 
an injured back and demonstrated 
consistent resilience throughout.  Well 
done girls, see you all again in the new 
season starting in September!

Dance

Dance continues to grow in popularity 
within the academy.  Swinton Academy 
dancers have enjoyed great success 
throughout the year with both the 
KS3 and KS4 dance teams achieving 

second place in 
the Rotherham 
School’s Dance 
Competition.  On 
Thursday, 4th July, 
students from 
Y7-11 at Swinton 
Academy hosted 
the annual dance 
showcase.  Students 
had been preparing 
for this since 
September and all 

of their hard work and commitment 
certainly paid off resulting in a 
tremendous performance. Three  of our 
talented musicians also contributed 
to an already exciting show.  Students 
performed street dances, stunning 
contemporary pieces and an energetic 
tribute to the Spice Girls. Miss 
Wainwright is extremely proud of the 
students’ dedication in attending their 
weekly practises and performances 
that made it all possible.  A crowd of 
over 160 proud parents/carers, friends, 
family and staff enjoyed a wonderfully 
entertaining evening.
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Swinton - Sport Cont..
Rounders

Our Y7 rounders team have made it to 
the Rotherham finals, which is due to 
be played on the week beginning 15th 
July.  Rounder’s is a very popular extra-
curricular club for all year groups.  
We are delighted that the Y7 team 
have made it all the way to the finals 
by beating a host of other Rotherham 
schools.  We wish the girls the best of 
luck and hope we can celebrate their 
successes before the summer holidays.

Sports Day

Students and staff are looking forward 
to our annual Sports Day on Thursday, 
18th July.  The day consists of team 
games and sports in the morning before 
the entire academy staff and students 
spend the afternoon watching and 
competing in athletics competitions.  
It is always a very enjoyable day and 
provides an excellent end to the house 
activities for the year.  Each athlete will 
be competing for their house points in 
the hope that their house can be the 
overall champion.

Duke of Edinburgh

Thirty-two of our Y10 students spent 
the weekend of Saturday 22nd to 
Sunday 23rd June in the Peak District 
completing their final expedition for 
the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award.  
Students had spent the weeks prior to 
this plotting the routes they would take 
and preparing for the unaided walk 
they would complete.  

All students demonstrated 
their competencies in 
map reading, leadership 

and teamwork 
to ensure their 
groups arrived at 
each checkpoint 
and eventually 
to the campsite 
where they 
pitched tent and 
cooked meals.  
Completion of 
this weekend 
was the result of 
the culmination 
of the students’ 
months of hard work and 

commitment.  We are very proud of 
what they have achieved.

Individual Sporting Success

Luke Gilliver  Y7 

Luke Gilliver is definitely a name to 
remember. In June, Luke took part 
in the North East Region Talent 
Swimming Camp at Catterick.  The 
top swimmers in the North East region 
were selected to take part in three 
camps with some progressing to the 
national camps. Luke was selected for 
the training camp based on his current 

Great Britain rankings for his age 
group in all strokes. He is currently a 
Yorkshire champion and North East 
champion in the fly stroke as well as 
individual medley and free strokes.  
Luke has shown amazing commitment 
as he trains nearly every day with lots 
of early morning training sessions. 
Well done Luke; we are extremely 
proud of you and we look forward to 
further updates on your progress and 
success.

Kate Cooper Y7 

Kate represents the Academy 
outstandingly in the girls’ football, 
rounders and netball teams, having 
achieved the status of the highest goal 
scorer in the football team this season. 
She also plays for her local cricket 
team at Wath as well as captaining 
the South Yorkshire team. Following 
observations by Yorkshire County 
Cricket Club coaches and managers 
and completing 10 weeks of Pathway 
Training, Kate has earned her place in 
the Performance Squad (1st team). We 
can’t wait to see what the future holds 
for Kate! 

Erin Plant Y7
We are delighted to announce that 
our talented student Erin Plant, Y7, 
representing Swinton Academy in 
the British Show Jumping ‘Just for 
School’s’ competition came first on her 
pony, Princess meaning the Academy 
is currently 37th out of 103 nationally!

 


